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INFORMATION LETTER 


ication NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 861 Washington, D. C. November 22, 1941 


MEETING CALLED TO PLAN PRODUCTION 
OF FOUR MAJOR CANNING VEGETABLES 


Department of Agriculture Sponsors November 
27-28 Conference on 1942 Programs 


Production goals for corn, peas, tomatoes, and green and 
wax beans for canning, and plans for 1942 operations, will 
be the subject of a national conference at the Department 
of Agriculture on November 27 and 28, to which the Depart- 
ment has invited growers and agricultural marketing spe- 
cialists from each of the major canning States for these prod- 
ucts, secretaries of the canners associations in these States, 
chairmen of the National Canners Association's sections 
representing the four commodity groups, and others. 


The objective of the conference is to prepare, for announce- 
ment in December, a crop production and canning program 
that will give both growers and canners as definite informa- 
tion as possible on which to plan their operations. It is 
hoped that the program can be announced by the middle of 
December. 


The Department of Agriculture already has announced 
tentative production goals for a number of farm products, in- 
cluding general figures on vegetable crops. The conference 
on November 27 and 28 will have before it revised and more 
detailed statistics on the four canning crops, based upon the 
probable requirements for Army, Navy, and Lend-lease pur- 
chases, an augmented civilian consumption, Red Cross, school 
luncheons, etc., needs, and reserve supplies. 


Canners are not only interested in the 1942 food production 
and purchasing programs of the government but are ready 
to do their part as soon as definite information is available 
on what is desired and what the purchasing procedure will be. 


At recent meetings of canners held in Oregon, California, 
and Utah, representatives of the Surplus Marketing Adminis- 
tration and the Office of the Quartermaster General had oppor- 
tunity to discuss the general features of the program for 1942, 
and they found canners eager to get information. At the same 
time, canners were able to acquaint these representatives with 
problems that the canning industry will have to meet in carry- 
ing out the government's program. 


At all the meetings of State canners associations held this 
fall, government needs and purchasing programs have like- 
wise had a prominent place in the discussions. At a number 
of these meetings government representatives have been pres- 
ent. These meetings have revealed the general attitude of the 
industry—a desire to be fully informed on what canners will 
he asked to do next year and a willingness to go ahead and do 
the job when the “go” sign is given. 
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Heavy Distribution of Canned Foods in Britain 


Approximately 30,000 tons of canned meats, canned fish and 
canned beans were made available for sale throughout Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland on November 17, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce is informed. Simultaneously, the Ministry 
of Food inaugurated an entirely new system of food distribu- 
tion by points to insure that these supplies were available in 
equal shares to every one who wished to buy. According to 
the official announcement the bulk of the canned food products 
were received from the United States under Lend-lease ar- 
rangements. The official announcement with regard to the 
new food supplies pointed out that they will provide a substan- 
tial addition to the proteins available to the British people. 


LABOR STRIKES UPSET HOUSE PROGRAM 


Maze of New Bills Introduced—Price Control 
Legislation Before Rules Committee 


The strikes in the captive and commercial coal mines upset 
the scheduled program for House consideration of price con- 
trol legislation this past week and brought about the intro- 
duction of a maze of anti-strike bills. Early House action on 
some sort of a labor bill has been assured by the Speaker 
and the Majority Leader, and committees on both sides of the 
Capitol have begun work toward the development of strike- 
curbing proposals. 

Bills that have been introduced range all the way from a 
measure offered by Representative B. Frank Whelchel of 
Georgia which would make it treasonable to call o strike that 
impedes national defense, to a bill submitted by Chairman 
Mary T. Norton of the House Labor Committee which would 
make decisions of the National Defense Mediation Board 
enforceable through cease and desist orders of the Federal 
courts. The Norton bill is being considered in executive ses- 
sions of the House Labor Committee. Chairman Norton has 
stated she hopes to report a measure “agreeable to a majority 
of the reasonable members of the House” this coming week. 

Two Senate committees, those on the Judiciary and on Edu- 
cation and Labor, also are considering defense labor bills. 
The principal bill before the Judiciary Committee is a pro- 
posal introduced by Chairman Connally of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, which would give the President power to 
take over any industry or plant where stoppage of work is 
impeding national defense, to freeze labor conditions within 
such industry or plant, and to establish wage boards to adjust 
wage disputes. Public hearings were started on this bill on 
Friday. 

While Congress discussed the labor situation, the House 
Rules Committee, with Representative Eugene Cox of Georgia 
as acting chairman, held week-long hearings on the Banking 
and Currency Committee’s request for an open rule on the 
price control bill reported to the House the preceding week. 
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Representative Albert Gore of Tennessee also requested the 
Rules Committee to make in order at the time the Committee 
bill is before the House his bill for over-all control. 

In response to an invitation of the Rules Committee, Mr. 
Baruch appeared on Friday and declared that “the impera- 
tive need for action—now” on the subject of price control 
is as important an element as the subject of such legislation. 
In his testimony, Mr. Baruch repeated that he is in favor 
of the over-all theory of price control and recommended 
immediate consideration of price legislation, rent control, 
agriculture and wage schedules, and a sound taxation 
program. 

Mr. Baruch said in reply to questioning that he did not 
believe the committee bill would control inflation. The 
Gore bill, he said, is a better proposal because it contains 
the over-all principle. He placed the need for action on 
price control before that of strike control. 

The House program again calls for the consideration of 
price control legislation during the coming week, with labor 
legislation in a preferred position when a bill is reported. 


SPECIFICATIONS GIVEN FINAL APPROVAL 


Official Status of Requirements Drawn for Use in 
All Government Procurement Programs 


Listed below are products for which final specifications 
have been approved by the Director of Procurement for 
use of all departments and establishments of the Govern- 
ment. They are to become effective not later than January 
15, 1942, but may be put into effect, however, at any 
earlier date. 


In July, the Association prepared and published and 
the War Department distributed a bulletin of tentative 
canned foods specifications, with definitions and interpre- 
tations covering all of these products. Subsequently some 
of these were revised, and details of such revisions have been 
published in the INrormation Letter. 


Copies of the final, official specifications are available 
from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, D. C. at five cents each (stamps not 
acceptable). The list below gives the product, code number 
of the specification leaflet, and date of approval by the 
Director of Procurement: 


Apples, canned (Z-A-611b, June 30, 1941), 
Apricots, canned (Z-A-63la, June 20, 1941). 

Beans, snap, canned (JJJ-B-15la, July 23, 1941). 
Beets, canned (JJJ-B-18la, July 8, 1941). 

Carrots, canned (JJJ-C-76a, June 30, 1941). 

Catsup, tomato (JJJ-C-9la, June 30, 1941). 
Cherries, canned (Z-C-301a, July 26, 1941). 

Corn, sweet, canned (N-C-50la, June 30, 1941). 
Fruit cocktail, canned (Z-F-681, August 20, 1941), 
Peaches, canned (Z-P-19la, June 30, 1941). 
Pears, canned (Z-P-20la, June 30, 1941). 

Peas, canned (JJJ-P-15la, June 30, 1941). 

Prunes, evaporated (or dried) (Z-P-68lc, June 30, 1941). 
Sauerkraut, canned (JJJ-S-7la, August 20, 1941). 
Spinach, canned (JJJ-S-6lla, July 23, 1941). 
Tomato juice, canned (JJJ-T-576, July 8, 1941). 
Tomatoes, canned (JJJ-T-57la, July 8, 1941). 


1941 Pack of Canned Asparagus 


The 1941 pack of canned asparagus amounted to 3,027,213 
actual cases in 1941, practically the same size pack as that of 
3,108,562 actual cases produced in 1940, according to figures 
compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. The fol- 
lowing table shows the total pack of recent years: 


Year Cases 

3,108 562 


The table below presents detailed figures on the 1940 and 
1941 pack in actual cases by variety and region. The Cali- 
fornia figures shown are provided by the Asparagus Advisory 
Board. 


1041 
Region Regular All Green Regular All Green 
Canes Cases Canes Cases 
California 1,640,004 541,511 1,070,222 408,706 
ew Jersey, Delaware, and 

S21 348,325 2,330 =516,828 
Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Ne- 

braska, Wisconsin, and Min- 

7.863 «273,002 19,434 400,025 
Michigan and Ohio.. 183 006 
Washington, Oregon and Utah 306 
Southern States. ...... 18,751 

1,648,188 1,460,374 1,100,005 1,926,218 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Corn 


Shipments of canned corn out of canners’ hands during 
the three months, August to November, were about five and 
a half million cases more in 1941 than in 1940, according to 
figures compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
Shipments during October, 1941, were over two million cases 
larger than shipments during October, 1940. Stocks on No- 
vember 1, 1941, were about two and a half million cases more 
than on November 1, 1940, 

The following table compares stocks and shipments on 
selected dates: 


Stocks: Cases 


Shipments: 
During October, 4,446 
During October, 1940... 2,272,700 
Auguat 1, 1041 to November 1, 1941... 11,543,154 
August 1, 1040 to November 1, 1040... 5,900 , 207 


In the table below are shown stocks of canned corn in 
canners’ hands on November 1, 1941, by varieties and re- 
gions: 

Eastern States Western States 


Cream style: Cases Cases 
639 253 486 046 
Narrow Cirain. $21,254 586 654 
Country Gentleman 140,053 1,300,810 
2,055,726 3.004, 137 

Whole kernel: 

4.772 804 10,877 407 


Shipments of corn on the cob during October, 1941, 
amounted to: Eastern States—22,393 cases; Western States— 
166,033 cases. Total stocks of canned corn on the cob 
amounted to 394,039 cases. 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Peas 


Stocks of canned peas in canners’ hands November 1, 1941, 
were almost two and a half million cases less than on the 
corresponding date in 1940, according to figures compiled 
by the Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments dur- 
ing October were 644,199 cases larger than shipments during 
October, 1940, and shipments during the four-month period, 
June 1 to November 1, were nearly five million cases larger 
in 1941 than in 1940. The following table gives comparisons 
of stocks and shipments: 


1940 1941 

Cases Cases 
Shipments during October. 1,952,079 2,506,278 
Shipments June 1 to November 1............... 12,054,052 17,850,156 


The table below presents detailed reports by regions and 
varieties of stocks on November 1, 1941, and shipments during 
specified periods: 


Shipments Shipments 
Stocks during June 1 to 
November 1 October November 1 
1040 1940 1941 1940-41 1041-42 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
N. Y. and Me.: 
Alaskas..... 87,100 52,004 7.965 156,827 107,192 110,435 
Sweets...... 1,280,607 1,000,147 219,511 132,327 1,191,386 1,134,378 
Mid-Atlantic: 
Alaskas..... 573,551 420,083 126,482 114,446 1,549,808 1,130,153 
Sweets...... 287,884 144,086 43,085 70,443 202,188 465,706 
Alaskas..... 4,780,000 3,640,444 468,313 884,004 3,092,826 5,004,200 
Sweets...... 4,070,147 3,564,151 604,542 317,598 2,092,910 4,367,056 
Weatern: 
Alaskas..... 8495 =13,264 1,148 9,547 82,501 73,168 
Sweets...... 4,437,305 3,843,502 300,133 1,042,006 2,745,151 4,664,901 
Total U. 
Alaskas..... 5,440,815 4,136,685 603,008 1,024,814 5,732,417 7,218,025 
Sweets. ..... 0,085,023 8,660,886 1,348,171 1,571,464 7,221,035 10,682,131 


Marines Invite Bids on Canned Foods 


The Marine Corps, Navy Bldg., Washington, D. C., has 
invited bids, to be opened December 1, on 120,000 pounds 
of canned apples, 45,000 pounds of canned apple butter, 
and 170,000 pounds of canned apple sauce, 220,000 pounds 
of canned snap beans, and 330,000 pounds of canned tomatoes, 
Deliveries in specified quantities of No. 10 cans are to be 
made at Marine depots at Philadelphia, Pa., Quantico, Va., 
and Parris Island, S. C. 

On the same date the Marine Quartermaster will open bids, 
for delivery at Philadelphia, on 130,000 pounds of canned 
cream style corn in 10's or 2's; 170,000 pounds of canned 
peas in 10’s; and 70,000 pounds of canned spinach in 10's. 


Another Marine invitation for canned foods, with a Decem- 
ber 4 opening date, calls for bids on 35,000 pounds of corned 
beef in 6-pound cans, 120,000 pounds of beets in 10's, 45,000 
pounds of sour pickles in 1-gallon cans, and 40,000 pounds 
of pumpkin in 10's, with specified quantities for delivery 
at Philadelphia, Quantico, and Parris Island. For delivery 
at Philadelphia only, this invitation also calls for 20,000 
pounds of dried beef in 6-pound cans, 60,000 pounds of 
assorted fruit jams in 8-pound cans, 5,000 pounds of cran- 
berry sauce in 10's, 60,000 pounds of sauerkraut in 10's and 
60,000 pounds of sweet potatoes, half in 10's and half in 2's 
or 24%4’s. The invitation also requested bids on 500 cases of 
catsup for Philadelphia and the same quantity for Quantico, 
in No. 10 cans. 


Canned Food Totals in British Deliveries 


Department of Agriculture Announces Estimate of Lend- 
lease Shipments, April to October 


The Department of Agriculture announced November 21 
estimated deliveries of agricultural products for shipment to 
the British Government during the period April 29 to October 
1, 1941. 

In this total of nearly 1,650,000,000 pounds of commodi- 
ties, valued at approximately $200,000,000, were 4,158,443 
cases of evaporated milk, 22,027,523 pounds of canned fish, 
133,567 cases of canned fruit, 63,762 cases of canned pota- 
toes, 1,488,810 cases of canned tomatoes, 150,820 cases of 
baked beans, and 171,164,356 pounds of pork meat products. 

A report of the commodities turned over to Great Britain 
under Lend-lease during October is to be issued by the De- 
partment early in December. This report, the Department 
states, will show an increase in their operations. 

Purchases of canned food items made by the Department 
of Agriculture through the Federal Surplus Commodities Cor- 
poration and the Surplus Marketing Administration during 
the past week are noted in the following table along with the 
cumulative totals of all canned foods purchased by these agen- 
cies since March 15: 


Nov. 14- Nov. 21 Mar. 15-Nov. 21 
Fruits: Cases Casea 


8,000 
751,569 
Vegetables 
0,866 
‘Tomatoes-— 
Fish: 
Species not specified— 
367 ,000 2,573 450 
“1,119,906 
* Pounds, 


Suitability of Plastics Studied by Bureau 


The National Bureau of Standards is cooperating closely 
with the Navy, the Army, the Office of Production Manage- 
ment and other defense agencies to determine to what extent 
plastics can be utilized to replace scarce metals and other 
critical materials, according to the Department of Commerce. 

Every new plastic or new application of an existing plastic 
submitted for test receives immediate attention. 

Emergency specifications have been prepared to utilize plas- 
tics in place of scarce metals and essential materials for a long 
list of articles purchased by the Government, from vital air- 
plane parts to door knobs, 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


Exports of canned foods during the period ending September, Among imports there were larger receipts of canned beef and crab 
1941, compared with the same period last year, continue to reveal meat, but receipts of pineapple had decreased. The following 
changes due to war conditions. In September exports, shipments table was compiled from figures of the Department of Commerce 
of grapefruit, meat, tomatoes, milk and sardines were outstanding. and presents details of exports and imports for comparable periods: 


September, 1941 
Pounds Value 
22,978,744 287,103 
5.013 1,221,217 321,836 
3,564 11,729 4,673 
54,343 6,502,547 1,805, 
19,936 11,303,167 3,003,041 
25,422 3,940,084 1,061,679 
318, 101,745 13 814,077 
cones 262,148 43,202 339 66,241 
Beans, baked and with pork...... 58,262 2,980 1,042,038 20,031 
61,112 4,000 247 15,150 
227 18,237 630 ,248 49,011 
167 ,372 0,589 8,022,249 434.819 
‘Tomato paste and puree......... 644,042 39,619 188,246 16,264 
173 10,208 200 ,074 11,802 
Other vegetables. 419,234 34,788 802 56 366 
3,402 ,026 304 6,300,473 758 
Evaporated 16,016,904 905 , 768 45,875,172 3,301,625 
Fish: 
8,005,719 1,529,362 503,178 88 083 
980,414 67 ,653 6,261,931 491,420 
1,256,543 05,226 470 ,036 
Shell-fish: 
146 ,352 20,451 22,067 5,482 
Other shell-figh. 69 10,395 161,804 27,381 
1,642,006 134,441 6, 187,146 634,814 
5,638 
49,223 3,307 1,023,120 $1,601 
38,685 4,004 43,017 5,785 
Apples and sauce... 37.475 2,085 37 2,513 
cc 54 886 4.019 56,486 5,013 
24,302 2,817 76,208 10 ,089 
38 2.080 27 306 2,006 
385 454 25 719,345 61,700 
343,181 20,107 622,556 66,169 
83,519 7,079 128,971 10,283 
Fruit salad and cocktail.......... 417,220 36,606 286 533 30,110 
166 ,731 14,200 3,150,326 358 
Fruit juices (in gallons): 
30,734 19,802 19,915 12,565 
20,034 9,013 122,514 38,048 
20,406 24,330 56 68,619 
Other fruit 58,005 04,406 182,101 
Imrorts 
Meat: 
Milk: condensed and evaporated... . 138 16 177 17 
Fish: 
Packed in oil— 
1,108,367 195,816 614,628 106 
606 88,044 92,671 42,001 
544,220 08 , 106 259,218 41,085 
20,585 7,926 10,571 2,288 
Other fish not in oil... 778,843 81,200 303 , 580 46,207 
Caviar and other roe............ 19,003 12,450 1,046 2,081 
Shellfish— 
Crab meat and sauce.......... 500,213 149 1,180,705 353 
Clamea and oysters... 78,570 18,805 0,164 2,516 
183 73 887 123 833 71,370 
Other shellfish, 1,040,253 133 , 806 808 185 85,602 
Vegetables: 
0,446 2,530 104 38 
220 ,025 11,710 14,832 871 
‘Tomato paste and sauce......... 150,644 
Other vegetables... 1,037 vl 500 
Fruit; 
Pineapple, dutiable.............. 3, 580,872 172,726 2,189,130 147 ,322 
Pineapple, free (Philippines)...... 4,916,743 106 ,327 3,547 006 200 , 367 


Jan.-Sept. 1940 
Pounds Value 
9,035,488 $2,382,785 

375,653 116,031 
5,792,470 1,626,104 
973,120 266,278 
1,619,336 316,354 
67,315,185 3,022,307 
3,723 567 , 880 
30,356,761 1,246,182 
1,221,049 85,121 
3,003 , 566 234,729 
6,210,236 455 
10,105,222 469 667 
6,707 ,806 389 182 
1,471,800 02,768 
4,515,280 380.845 
14,357,502 1,588,645 
103,707,445 6,577,841 
48,861,731 8,873,683 
40,281,378 3,560,503 
3,506,545 320 855 
1,662,225 252,085 

569,517 4 238 
110,532,042 8,700,173 
39,736,558 2,565,206 

357 743 27 

301,950 309,531 
2,178,715 98 
5,674,588 410,071 

614,545 64 845 
5,661,931 333 
27,732,002 1,832,676 
14,503,584 1,186,824 
6,105,054 506,244 
14,708,176 1,555,010 
1,957,196 109,793 

554,351 274,828 
1,865 ,630 631,039 
319,064 185 , 107 
562 , 586 376,012 
50,801,645 5,764,442 

51,736 15,902 

2,804 279 
10,508,019 1,655,485 
2,485 ,207 808 , 838 
6,105,063 085 , 538 

430 ,647 111,051 
5,060,313 561,278 

133 ,605 04,235 
11,286,787 3,423,153 

408 100 , 132 
1,25) 456 
10,03 ,657 861,883 

127 8,331 

83,262 9,617 

380 , 585 00 ,058 
17,710,420 844,215 
3,705,524 320,047 

180,501 10,873 
16,173,772 815,705 
33,073,004 1,755,603 


Jan.-Sept. 1941 
Pounds Value 


70,144,751 $21,416,074 
6,407,203 1,757,986 

775,725 222,582 
12,811,911 3,674,820 


7,322,264 404 ,602 
1,492,386 103 ,874 
4,203,050 $25,054 
3,566 310,104 
63,504,347 3,175,055 
2, 388 685 169,126 
1,080,345 127,140 
7,317,199 566,728 
58,615,609 6,938,574 


237,320,080 17,301,024 


14,500,765 2,386,756 
46,646,231 3,280,832 
16,043,553 1,222,554 


210,213 16,281 
1,363 , 580 102 ,499 
16,383 1,665 
349,085 44,763 
495,921 31,190 
476,260 44,055 
545,423 71,596 
574,105 42,343 
3,201,384 258 ,827 
2,044,406 189,831 
956 , 354 77,649 
2,064 ,247 222,107 
3,737 808 414,787 
206 ,247 120,200 
2,229,032 653 354 
351,708 207 
677 612,215 


9,428 
2,068 302 
5,539,100 1,117,654 
1,721,264 612,710 
2,977 ,203 573,341 
286,145 76,478 
2,337 654 334,060 
64,777 62,765 
6,276,488 1,013,517 
422,449 2,040 
1,502,723 651 , 800 
9,544,324 746,578 
3,000 205 

15 
34,606 10,345 
368 321 18,512 
6,000 
30,858 1,759 
23,430,051 1,206,265 
5,702,100 825,730 


‘ 
‘ 


16,119,255 4,392,310 
42,970,657 11,368,977 
94,161,615 5,626,185 
2,376,476 434 602 
554 332 105 , 644 
764 ,063 136 , 156 
16,126,219 1,617,602 

68,177,648 7,808,641 

| 

‘ 

‘ 


ccnoco 
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Stocks and Shipments of Pitted Red Cherries 


Stocks of canned pitted red cherries on November 1, 
1941 were less than half the quantity held on November 1, 
1940, according to statistics compiled by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. Shipments during October, 1941, 
were considerably smaller than during October, 1940. 

The following table presents shipments and stocks of 
No. 2's and No. 10's on certain dates: 


1940 41 1041 42 


No. 2's No. 10's No, 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Stocks, November 1.............. 976,743 574,350 375,924 201,632 


Shipments for October............ 171,408 112,335 68,494 82,975 
Shipments, July | to November 1.. 1,013,705 693,621 544,453 747,000 


In the following table are given detailed figures of 
November 1, 1941 stocks of red pitted cherries, by regions: 


24 No. 2's 6 No. 10's Mise. Total 


New York and Pennsylvania: Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Stocks: sold not shipped........ 20,882 31,243 8,320 60,454 
34,208 49,206 9,342 92,846 
de 55,180 «80,449 17,671 153,300 
Shipments for October.......... 6,001 10,470 2,651 19,131 

Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio: 

Stocks: sold not shipped. ....... 76,981 55,468 771) «183,220 
230,780 00,883 11,448 342,111 
807,761) 155,351 12,219 475,331 
Shipments for October.......... 60,400 122,734 
Western States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped........ 10,015 27,137 5,350 42,511 
2.068 28,605 4,083 35,746 
12,083 55,832 9,442 78,257 
Shipments for October.......... 1,004 13,686 4,494 20,174 
Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped. ....... 107,878 113,848 14,450 236,185 
268,046 177,784 24,873 470,703 
375,924 201,632 39,332 706,888 
Shipments for October.......... 68,494 82,975 10,570 162,039 


The above stocks report includes estimates for five firms 
not reported. 


Paulus, Payne, and Campbell on State Programs 


The National Canners Association will be represented 
on the program of the lowa-Nebraska Canners Associa- 
tion annual convention at Des Moines, November 24 and 
25 by President Robert C. Paulus and Happer Payne who 
is in charge of labeling studies. Mr. Paulus will speak on 
“Industry Problems for 1942” and Mr. Payne on “Canned 
Food Labels That Meet Consumer Needs”. 

Mr. Paulus also will appear on the Pennsylvania Canners 
Association program at York, November 25. Carlos Camp- 
bell, director of the Division of Statistics, is scheduled to 
speak there also on “Priorities.” 


Revised Spinach Standards Effective Dec. 1 


The Agricultural Marketing Service has issued “U. S. 
Standards for Grades of Canned Spinach”, a revision of exist- 
ing standards, which will become effective December 1. 

The grades are so drafted that they may be used in grading 
other greens, such as canned turnip, mustard and beet greens, 
and canned kale, with proper consideration of the typical 
characteristics of each vegetable. 

Qualities for Grade A (Fancy) and Grade C (Standard) 
are presented and sections are devoted to fill of container 
and drained weights requirements, 


FEDERAL TRADE ACTIONS IN FOOD FIELD 


Cease and Desist Orders Affect Canners, Wholesale 
Grocers, and Salt Producers 


Three cease and desist orders and a complaint, issued this 
week by the Federal Trade Commission, involve canners, 
wholesale grocers, and a group of salt manufacturers. 


Violation of the brokerage section of the Robinson-Patman 
Act was charged in a cease and desist order issued against 
United Buyers Corporation, of Chicago and San Francisco, 
its officers, directors, and certain former member companies, 
as well as a number of manufacturers and producers desig- 
nated as respondent buyers and sellers. 


Buyer-respondents named in the order are: H. P. Lau Co., 
Lincoln, Nebr.; Bluffton Grocery Co., Bluffton, Ind.; Lima- 
Kenton Grocery Co., Lima, Ohio; S. Zollinger Co., Piqua, 
Ohio; William Edwards Co., Cleveland, Ohio, and Copps 
Co., Stevens Point, Wisc. Named as seller respondents are: 
Allison-Bedford Co., Chicago; Blue Seal Products Co., Chi- 
cago; Bordo Products Co., Chicago; Champion Chemical 
Works, New York; Cupples Co., St. Louis; Dean Milk Co., 
Chicago, and J. B. Inderrieden Co., Chicago. 


Conclusions of the Commission are that United Buyers 
Corporation in certain transactions acted in behalf of buyer- 
stockholders and that payment of brokerage by the seller- 
respondents and other sellers, receipt of such brokerage by 
the corporation, and its transmission to its stockholders con- 
stitute violations of Section 2(c) of the Clayton Act, as 
amended by the Robinson-Patman Act. 


United Buyers are ordered to cease and desist from accept- 
ing brokerage commission, allowance, or discount upon the 
purchase of commodities in interstate commerce for itself 
and its stockholders, or from transmitting or granting broker- 
age or other similar items to buyers on their purchases in 
interstate commerce. The same prohibitions are imposed on 
the buyer-respondents. The seller-respondents are ordered 
to desist from paying or granting brokerages, commissions, 
discounts, etc., to United Buyers upon their interstate sales 
“except in transactions in which United Buyers renders a 
bona fide selling service as their selling agent or broker and 
does not act on behalf of purchasers.” 


In another action the Commission also ordered A. Krasne, 
Inc., New York food products wholesaler, to cease and de- 
sist from Robinson-Patman violations. Findings cited were 
that the respondent, in connection with the purchase of its 
requirements, received and accepted allowances and dis- 
counts in lieu of brokerage. 


Usually, the findings continue, receipt and acceptance of 
such allowances and discounts has been accomplished by 
purchasing commodities at prices lower than the prices at 
which they are sold to other purchasers by an amount which 
reflects all or a portion of the brokerage currently being paid 
by the sellers to their respective brokers for effecting sales 
to other purchasers. 


An FTC complaint charges Cranberry Canners, Inc., South 
Hanson, Mass., with Robinson-Patman violation, alleging that 
the respondent paid four of its competing Philadelphia cus- 
tomers certain sums in consideration for advertising serv- 
ices furnished in connection with the sale of cranberry sauce, 
without making such payments available on proportionally 
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equal terms to such customers, and without making avail- 
able such payments on any terms whatever to other customers 
competitively engaged with those granted the allowances. 
This practice, according to the complaint, violates Section 
2(d) of the Act. 

The Commission ordered Salt Producers Association of 
Detroit, 20 companies manufacturing and distributing a large 
percentage of American salt production, and the New York 
firm of Stevenson, Jordan and Harrison, Inc., employed by 
them, to cease and desist from a combination to fix or main- 
tain prices and to curtail or regulate production and sales. 


Ten-Year Increase in Fruit Production 


Fruit and grape production in the United States has in- 
creased sharply in ten years, but, based on the comparison 
of the number of trees under bearing age, this increase may 
not continue, according to the 1940 Census figures. 

Grapefruit production increased four times in ten years 
and oranges produced were more than a million tons greater 
than in 1930, 

Fruit production increased at a rate higher than the 
seven per cent population increase, and hence indicates 
greater usage of fruit in the daily diet. The increase in fruit 
and grape production is evident in the following comparison: 


1040 1930 

bushels...... 150,002,940 126, 433,057 
Plums and prunes. 25,646 331 20 ,038 , 147 
Cherries pounds 310,307 227 754,206 


But a comparison of trees and vines under bearing age in- 
dicates a future decline in the rate of expansion in all fruit 
output except peaches. This is illustrated in the following 
figures, showing only trees and vines under bearing age: 


1930 
Orange . 4,541,082 7,595,102 
13,510,050 27,455 , 303 
Plum and prune............. 3,005 , 887 4,514,400 
21,720,162 20,134,313 
vin 2,663 , 526 4,615, 286 
vines... .... 18,514,303 24,653 ,072 


Peach and Corned Beef Bid-Openings Postponed 


The Veterans Administration, Arlington Bldg., Washing- 
ton, D. C., has announced postponement of their opening 
date on bids for 1,425 dozen No. 10 cans of solid pack halved 
peaches. The bids will be opened December 3 instead of 
November 27. The first invitation has been cancelled and 
bids received were returned unopened. The new invitation 
also changes the points of delivery. The cancelled invitation 
asked for deliveries in specified quantities at depots at 
Perryville, Md., and San Francisco, Calif. The new invita- 
tion cites San Francisco and Chicago as delivery points. 

The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy Depart- 
ment also has postponed their bid-opening on canned corned 
beef from December 2 to January 6, 1942. The original 
invitation was voperted | in the November 1 INFoRMATION 
Lerrer, 


SUGAR IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION 


Decline of 9.9 Per Cent Disclosed in Comparison 
of August with Preceding Month 


Sugar released for consumption in the United States dur- 
ing August, including both imports direct for consumption 
and withdrawals from bonded warehouses, amounted to 
829,225,244 pounds as compared with 919,908,773 pounds 
in July, a decrease of 9.9 per cent. These figures, based on 
reports of the Department of Commerce, represent the amount 
of sugar coming into the United States which may be sold 
under the quota system. 

The following table presents, by countries of origin, the 
imports during August of raw and refined sugar, both dutiable 
and free, including withdrawals from bonded warehouses: 


Origin Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 

Foreign countries Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
887 ,625 33,100 
Philippine Islands... 12,200,000 25,361 ‘826 
eee 445,456,230 25,370,426 42,522,251 96 , 831 

U. 8, Territories: 

445,456,230 330,009,932 42,522,251 11,176,831 


In the following table the combined imports direct for 
consumption and withdrawals from bonded warehouses are 
shown by port of entry: 


Ra Refined 
Port of Entry Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
128 306 7,736,011 9,523,300 63,731 
21,069,556 17,025,215 14,700,000 27,500 
2,400,000... 
1,500,000 8,600 1,000,000 ...... 
445,456,230 25,370,426 42,522,251 06 831 


Fleming Transfer to FWA Reaches Senate 


The President sent to the Senate for confirmation on 
November 21 the name of Brig. Gen. Philip B. Fleming, 
administrator of the Wage and Hour Law, to be adminis- 
trator of the Federal Works Agency. Earlier in the week, 
the confirmation of John M. Carmody, present Administrator 
of the Federal Works Agency, as a member of the Maritime 
Commission, had been recommended. 

It is expected that Gen. Fleming, who is recovering from 
a leg infection at Walter Reed Hospital, will remain with 
the Wage and Hour Division until some one is appointed to 
fill his position. 
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RAW PRODUCTS RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 


Sweet Corn Breeding Important in Maine; Squash 
Bug and Bean Beetle Studies 


Considerable attention is devoted to sweet corn breeding 
by the Maine Experiment Station because of the importance 
of this canning crop to that State. A graduate fellowship 
established in 1936 by the Maine Canners Association has 
aided in the research program and has enabled the station 
to provide technical assistance to Maine packers in the 
production of hybridized seed. Comparison of varying pro- 
portions of nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash in fertilizers 
for sweet corn, rate of application, and the effect on yields 
of nitrogen side-dressing using different materials and dif- 
ferent times of application reveal helpful information for 
canners of sweet corn in the station's current report. Experi- 
ments with snap beans included a study of the best planting 
rate, the effect of frequency of harvest, and the effect of 
application of nitrate of soda on yield and grade. Appear- 
ance of the Mexican bean beetle and squash bug in Maine 
has prompted a closer study by station entomologists of 
possible control methods. 


SWEET CORN BREEDING 


The hybridized sweet corn seed produced in Maine at 
present by the canning industry comprises two groups of 
top crosses, (1) Line 100 crosses, and (2) Purdue 1339 
crosses. Breeding work done to develop these top crosses, 
and characteristics of the varieties themselves, are described 
in “Sweet Corn for Canning,” published by the Association's 
Raw Products Bureau in July, 1941. Included in this publica- 
tion also are results of sweet corn spacing trials and the effect 
of different spacings on yield of cut-off corn, on ear length and 
size, on barrenness, and on maturity. Two commercial 
hybrids which can be recommended for use in Maine are 
Top Cross Maine Bantam and Tendergold. 


SWEET CORN FERTILIZERS 


Fertilizer experiments were conducted from 1936 to 1939, 
and although the data obtained are not very conclusive, never- 
theless from them, and from farmers’ experience, the fol- 
lowing conclusions might be made relative to sweet corn 
fertilization in Maine. 


1. No particular grade of fertilizer can be selected which 
will produce best yields of sweet corn under all conditions. 
Fertility of the soil and character of the season apparently 
are important factors in determining which fertilizer will 
produce the highest yields. In general, a fertilizer with a 
ratio of 1-3-1 or 1-2-1 appears to be satisfactory, the choice 
depending on whether or not manure is used. 


2. The amount of fertilizer to be applied to sweet corn 
for most profitable returns varies with the fertility of the soil, 
the amount of manure applied, the method of application, the 
price of corn, etc. However, under most conditions it ap- 
pears desirable to apply 400 to 600 pounds per acre of an 
8-24-8 or its equivalent to fields which have been manured 
and somewhat larger amounts of an 8-16-8 or its equivalent 
to fields which have not been manured. To apply these 
amounts of fertilizer at planting time it is necessary to use 
a planter which permits a satisfactory fertilizer placement. 
Otherwise the corn will be injured and will not produce 
satisfactory returns. Proper fertilizer placement for rela- 


tively heavy applications presupposes keeping the fertilizer 
about two inches away from the seed. 


3. On low yielding fields, and on all fields where the ap- 
plication of fertilizer at planting time was inadequate, profit- 
able returns may be obtained from side-dressing with nitro- 
gen. The particular nitrogen carrier to be used may vary 
with circumstances but in general is not very important. 
The amount to be used should be sufficient to supply about 
24 pounds of nitrogen per acre. The time of application 
appears to be rather important and should be made at about 
the time the corn is knee high and in all cases prior to 
tasseling. No evidence was obtained to indicate a delay in 
maturity as a result of early side-dressing with nitrogen at 
either the 24 or the 48 pounds of nitrogen level. 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE 


This insect continues to spread in Maine and is intensify- 
ing its attack on the bean crop. The areas of the State where 
dry beans are grown and where beans are planted for canning 
have been invaded recently and considerable damage has 
occurred. Where beans are to be treated before the pods 
are formed, calcium arsenate may be used, but if pods have 
formed on the bean plants, rotenone must be used to avoid 
injuring the beans or endangering humans. While somewhat 
more expensive than calcium arsenate, it is almost as effective 
in controlling this insect. 


SNAP BEANS 


Study of the best planting rate for snap beans showed that 
highest yields were obtained from the 1- and 2-inch rates 
where there was abundant moisture. However, in the dry 
season of 1938, there was little difference in the total yield 
from the 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-inch planting rates. 


Study of the effect on yields and grade of beans harvested 
at 2-day and at 4day intervals showed that in 1939 both 
the total yield and the yield of No. 1 pods was higher from 
the 4-day pickings. The percentage of No. 1 pods was lower 
from the 4-day than from the 2-day pickings, the percentages 
being 71.2 and 81.8, respectively. In 1938 both total yield 
and the per cent of No. 1 pods were higher from the 2-day 
pickings. 


Study of the effect of application of nitrate of soda on 
yield and grade showed that both the total yield and the 
per cent of No. 1 grade pods was slightly but not signi- 
ficantly higher from the rows receiving the nitrate. The 
greatest difference in yield was noted at the second picking. 
Nitrate of soda, at the rate of 200 pounds per acre, was 
applied along the rows at blossoming time. 


SQUASH BUG CONTROL 


The Maine station reports that a great many insecticides 
have been tried for control of the squash bug, an insect once 
rarely found in Maine but now a problem to growers of 
squash, Squash planted near cucumbers were more heavily 
infested by the striped cucumber beetle than were the 
cucumbers. 


Squash from plots treated with dust containing 20 parts of 
magnesium lime and 1 part of calcium arsenate for the 
control of the striped cucumber beetles, followed by three 
treatments of stabilized pyrethrum for the control of the 
squash bug yielded an average of 22.76 pounds per hill as 
contrasted with a yield from untreated check plots of 13.44 
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pounds per hill. Plants treated with a dust containing 20 
parts of magnesium-free lime, 20 parts to 1 part of calcium 
arsenate, and given three later treatments with stabilized- 
pyrethrum dust, yielded an average of 15.45 pounds of 
squash per hill as contrasted with a yield of 13.67 pounds 
of squash per hill from untreated hills. 


Reference: Bul. 400, Annual Report of the Maine Agricultural 
Experiment Station for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940, Orono, 


Pennsylvania Studies Tomato Nutrition and Fusarium Wilt 


Why some plants “catch” a certain disease, while others 
appear to be immune, is not now known. It is possible that in 
some as yet undiscovered way the juices in the plant may 
inhibit the disease organism; on the other hand, in many 
cases evidence points to the inability of the organism to find 
in a given plant the nutritive conditions it needs. 

A method of analyzing the plant's nutrition is required, 
in order to determine relations between fertilized treatments 
and occurrence of disease in plants growing under commer- 
cial conditions in field or greenhouse. Such a method, called 
“foliar diagnosis,” has been devised, based on analysis of 
the nutrient conditions in comparable leaves of diseased and 
healthy plants. This method has been applied to the study 
of tomato leaves in various stages of breakdown from a dis- 
ease showing the characteristic symptoms of fusarium wilt. 


The results disclosed that tomatoes grown under green- 
house conditions, differentially fertilized, without the addi- 
tion of manure, showed more or less marked symptoms of 
disease, whereas plants growing on other plots receiving 
manure in addition to commercial fertilizers did not become 
diseased. 


Reference: A Foliar Diagnosis Study of the Nutrition of Green- 
house Tomatoes in Relation to the Incidence of a Disease. Bul. 
405, Pennsylvania Agricultural Experiment Station, State College. 


Pear Growing in the Pacific Coast States 


The pear takes fourth place in importance among the 
deciduous tree fruits of the Pacific slope, only the apple, 
peach, and plum ranking above it. Like these other fruits, 
it has ranked among important commercial fruit crops there 
for the past half century or more, or since soon after the 
region began to be generally and extensively developed. 
Along with olives, figs, grapes, and other hardy fruits, pears 
were one of the important crops of the Franciscan monks, 
who imported them from Europe and planted and cultivated 
them at the various California missions. 

A new bulletin has just become available, describing the 
methods of commercial pear growing in the Pacific Coast 
States, and includes descriptions of the principal varieties, 
soil management practices, pruning, and general orchard 
care. Rootstocks for orchards, the fertilizer requirements 
of the pear, and pollination of the commercial orchards are 
discussed. The characteristics of the important pear districts 
are described in detail. The bulletin presents a general pic- 
ture of production practices and of the present status of the 
pear industry. 

Reference: Pear Growing in the Pacifie Coast States, 
Bul. 1739, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Supplies of snap and lima beans and spinach on the fresh 
market for the week ending November 15, 1941, were smaller 
than for the corresponding week in 1940, but supplies of 
tomatoes and green peas were larger, according to the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 

Supplies of citrus fruits also were larger for the week end- 
ing November 15 this year than for the same period last year. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the AMS, 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 

Week ending— Season total to— 


Nov. 15, Nov. 15, Nov. 8, Nov. 15, Nov. 15, 
1040 1940 1941 


VREGRTANLES 


Beans, snap and lima.......... 262 4 77 4,146 5,373 
Tomatoes. ... 200 207 202 «21,467 19,110 
Green pens... .. 74 137 107 6,123 5.781 
54 3 6,001) 5,412 
Others: 
Domestic, competing directly. 1,012 1,050 1,336 27,868 28,601 
Imports competing indirectly . 128 100 1634 764 1,205 
rRUITS 
Citrus, domestic 3,090 3,251 3,035 12,741) 11.084 
Imports 2 1 i 


62 
Others, domestic 1,112 1,263 1.065 47,457 45,365 


New Officers of Wisconsin Canners Association 


New officers of the Wisconsin Canners Association, named 
at their recent annual convention, are: Joseph Weber, 
Durand Canning Co., Durand, president; Robert Baker, 
Baker Canning Co., Dundas, vice-president; Carlton Fri- 
day, Friday Canning Corp., New Richmond, secretary; 
N. J. Lau, Clyman Canning Co., Hartford, treasurer; and 
Marvin P. Verhulst, Madison, executive secretary. 
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